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Mr, Arthur Beach
Charge d'Affairs

U, S. Liason Office
El Mahdi Building
Khartoum, Sudan

Dear Mr. Beach:

You will find enclosed the article I wrote

for my newspaper about political affairs
in the Sudan.

I am very much indebted to you and your staff
for much of my information. Thank you for
all the help you gave me,

Sincerely yours,
Scott Long
Editorial Carboonlst and Writer
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The Sudan is the newes
and one of the biggest in Afri
black world meet. It was suppesed to
but the ‘Studanese jumped the ..
gun last year. They have been -
independent for five months
now,

“T guess you could say we :
were just lucky, that we just.up and dec]
ence,” said Ismail El Azhari, the prime
as though he didn’t believe it Himself, =

Azhari is a stocky, dark-skinned Sudanesg,
graying hair, a neat mustache and d.pe 3
It was 105 degrees. He offered me what would }
fourth Coke for the .norning, R

“We don’t really have
we are free the only real problem is:
constitution to be ratified by
the present legislature or
should we elect a new constit-
uent assembly to ratify it?”

No problems? .

. Problems were lined up' two-
deep in his large waiting room \
~—Dblack Sudanese in white tur-
bans and white. gowns, drink-
ing. Cokes, berspiring, waiting
for their turn to bring some|
new request before the prime
-Iminister.

All Azhari has to do is write|
a new constitution and a new|
electoral law, mollify the: two,
strongest. religious leaders in]”
the Moslem northern half of .
his country, resolve the differ-}-
ences between the north and
the black, pagan south, 'and
settle the question of the use
‘of the waters of the Nile with 3
Egypt. , . ,

To begin with, everybody
thought the Sudan wasg going
to become part:of Egypt. Az- b AN
hari himself ran and won his —nr
last election on such a plat-
form, _ |

The Sudan and Egypt are
strung together like two shiny
gold beads on a single econom-
iv fact—the Nile river, They

ey

have a lot in common,

FROM KHARTOUM to Cairo
the land is an ocean of sand,
hundreds of “ miles of ‘barren!
country that can scarcely sup-
port a rabbit. The river-is the
only thing that enables green
things to grow. -

Some think the British talk-
ed Azhari into reversing -his
stand on unity with Egypt and
declaring independence: pre-
maturely., oo

Some think Azhari discover-:
ed there really was more popu-!
lar opposition to -unity  withi
Egypt than his last election in-|
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Continued on Page Four \
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