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ﬁ.w long EBm Syrian friend, a r¢sident n Damascus,
gave us the following rundowd on the rrent Ba' Ew
Party crisis on October 30. He has good personal

relations with a number of Ba'th party 2aders. \\
including Atassi.

He confirmed that the crisis be when the. wmﬁww s
left=wing directed the interwehtion into QOHQNB in .
late September. He HawbHHmMmQ the prime movers in - 3
the left-wing as NsmwwmmVSWWUOﬁm and Eid Esh Shawi. -
who are popularly associated with Salah: qm&wm.~ This
- leadership had hoped to retain control of the two
tank battalions after the withdrawal from Jordan
and had gone so far as to rent a wvariety. of houses
and apartments around Damascus with the iidea of
taking control of Damascus in Amman style. Assad's
discovery of these plans was the final straw in
bringing on the crisis. However, this had followed
the Army's thwarting of the left-wing's plans to take
over Saiga completely by bringing it under control
of the Army a month or so earlier. Another point of
contention was Assad's refusal to commit the Syrian
Air Force, which he controls, to protect tanks during
the Jordanian fiasco. (source put Syrian task .

- losses at seventy). ~——
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) "Thé mwbmw UﬂmmWHbm onbd came _ ,Mw\ squabble
" involving Assge « s mHmm de

camp; the OOSmmﬁcmbom om which was
sent packing from: ﬁsm
\ . bﬁmmmw Hmmwmbm& as

will win, Mustafa Tlass,
with an outside chance.
with Assad, has several s
for nightclubbing with bi
Staff, a domineering wife
(she is from the once

who was still trying to e Bwnmﬂm OOBB
Ministry installed by his wwmgmommmow.
One of his strengths is that Ali Zara; head of m%HHm G2,
is his son-in-law. Source ruled out Rabal /1l for his
financial scandals, womanizing, and rumors .of 5m<wb@ Ummb
filmed m@mwb and again while bpmrﬁowcvvwb@., : :

The role of mmwmw Jadid remains as B%mﬁmﬁpocm as ever.
He has disappeared from sight although he is rumored
to be still in Damascus. While still %o@cpmwww identified
with the Hmmﬁlspb@~ source noted his wmeHﬁm oonbmoﬁHOSm
with Assad and quoted Atassi himself as saying. he did not
know just srmﬁm Jadid stood. .

As for the Soviet role in the ‘eurrent crisis
doubted that they were active. He noted Soviet pressures
on Atassi for Syrian withdrawal from qow&mb. ~The chief
argument which the Soviets used was risk of American
intervention in the Middle East. So said Atassi

was rumored by party circles to have argued with Kosygin
at Nasser's funeral that there was no difference between
the Syrian action in Jordan and the Soviet action in
Czechoslovakia which the Soviets had forced the Syrians
to applaud. Party sources ‘suspect %Omwmwb s mbmsmﬂ was
unprintable. s o~
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